
 
 

March 23, 2022 
7:00 PM Eastern 

 
AAC and Students with Autism: 

California’s Efforts to Close the Research to Practice Gap 
 
 

 
Presenter: Ann England,  M.A., CCC-SLP 

Facilitator: Betsy Caporale, M.S., CCC-SLP 

 



USSAAC Webinars are FREE in 2022 

 
 Please consider joining USSAAC!  

Go to  
https://ussaac.org/membership/  

for complete list of benefits! 

https://ussaac.org/membership/


AAC and Students with Autism: 
California’s Efforts to Close the 

Research to Practice Gap 

Ann England, M.A., CCC-SLP-L 
Project Coordinator, SELPA Content Lead-ASD, CA Statewide System of Support 

Co-Coordinator, California Autism Professional Training And Information Network 
 

March 23, 2022 | 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM EST 



  

4 

ASHA Disclosures Financial Ann England will reap no financial gain from this presentation nor does she have any 
products to sell for financial gain. 

  Non-Financial Ann England is an employee of the Marin County Office of Education/SELPA and 

her employment is funded through a grant from the California Department of 
Education and the California Collaborative on Educational Excellence. 



Objectives 

Participants Will Learn To: 
 
1. Define CAPTAIN (California Autism 

Professional Training And Information 
Network) and describe its role in California 
 

2. Explain the importance of the 2020 report: 
Evidence-Based Practices for Children, Youth, 
and Young Adults with Autism by the National 
Clearinghouse on Autism Evidence and 
Practice, University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, Frank Porter Graham Child Development 
Institute 
 

3. Describe the new AFIRM AAC online e-learning 
module Autism Focused Intervention 
Resources and Modules (AFIRM) 



California Students with Autism  
CDC  

December 2021 



 CAPTAIN is a multiagency network 
developed to support the understanding and 
use of Evidence-Based Practices for Autistic 

individuals affected across the state of 
California. 

  
 Representatives from Regional Centers, 

Special Education Local Plan Areas 
(SELPAs) and State/Federally Funded Family 

Support Agencies (Family Resource Ctrs; 
Family Empowerment Ctrs; Parent Training 

and Information Ctrs.) 

  
  
  

  



CAPTAIN Partners Across California 

Regional Centers 



CAPTAIN is also a  
SELPA Content Lead-ASD  

in partnership with  
Marin County SELPA which is part of 

California’s Statewide System of Support  





BUILDING CALIFORNIA’S 
CAPACITY 
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SELPA Director and Regional Implementation Lead 
for 

all 17 CAPTAIN REGIONS 
 

SELPA Autism Implementation Teams  
for 

13 CAPTAIN REGIONS 95 

People 

directly 

involved  

in our 

capacity 

building 

efforts 



17 Regional Implementation Teams In California 
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17 Regional Teams 
“Transformation Zones” 
 
1. Humboldt County SELPA 
2. Tehama County SELPA 
3. Marin County SELPA 
4. Placer County SELPA 
5. San Joaquin County SELPA 
6. Monterey County SELPA 
7. North Region SELPA (Alameda) 
8. Fresno Unified SELPA 
9. Kern County Consortium SELPA 
10. Santa Barbara County SELPA 
11. Desert Mountain SELPA 
12. LA County SELPA 
13. East San Gabriel Valley SELPA 
14. Antelope Valley SELPA 
15. Irvine Unified SELPA 
16. Long Beach Unified SELPA 
17. San Diego County SELPA 
 



Knowledge of 
Autism and EBPs 

Implementation 
with Fidelity 

Interagency 
Collaboration 



Why is CAPTAIN so focused on 
Evidence-Based Practices?  
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RESULTS: 368,000,000 FOR 
AUTISM TREATMENT ON 

MARCH 22, 2022!!!!! 



 
 
 
 

MYRIAD OF TREATMENTS FOR AUTISM 
 

• Treatments for Autism are more diverse than any 
other known disability 

 
• Treatment claims range from amelioration to 

recovery 
 
• Many interventions with no scientific evidence 

have been recommended for individuals with 
Autism 

 



Why should we know about these EBPs? 

 
– helps us know which treatments have evidence of 

effectiveness and which treatments do not 
 
– allows us to make informed decisions when we select 

treatments 
 

– provides us with the opportunity to support autistic 
individuals in reaching their full potential 



Why use evidence-based practices/interventions in  
special education improvement efforts? 
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In the U.S., federal law now  
requires use of evidence-based 
practice in general and special 
education (IDEA, ESSA) 
 
Clinical practice governed by 
ethics and insurance 
 
They work!!! 



How are we going to get these EBPs for 
Autism implemented? 
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Structure of CAPTAIN  
 

333 Schools CAPTAIN Cadre 
who conduct training and 
coaching within their 
Educational Regions called 
“SELPAs” (Special Education Local Plan Area) 

 
Nominated and supported by 
their SELPA Director 
 
Part of Regional Teams who 
assist with implementation of 
EBPs across the Region 


