https://ncaep.fpg.unc.edu/ebp-database
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FREE High Quality Training:
Autism Focused Intervention Resources and Modules
(AFIRM)

Designed to help you learn the step-by-step process of
planning for, using, and monitoring EBPs with learners with
ASD from birth to 22 years of age

There’s a
5 Learning
Module for
most of the
BCBA (Approved BACB Type 2 CEUs) 28 EBPs

SLP (ASHA for maintaining your CCC) Includes Parent

Resources!

www.captain.ca.qov
http://afirm.fpg.unc.edu/afirm-modules
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The SELPA Content Lead-ASD
funded the development of
these four newest EBPs

We thank the AFIRM
researchers and developers
for their amazing work!

https://afirm.fpg.unc.edu/



THE NEED FOR IMPLEMENTATION SCIENCE
PAGE 50

“Some practitioners will be able to take the translated
information about EBPs and directly apply it in their
classrooms, but Implementation Science informs us
that additional steps are needed for most practitioners.

Professional development, such as coaching, and
organizational support are all factors that may be

necessary for closing the last link of the research to
practice gap.”



INTERVENTION FACT SHEETS AVAILABLE
FOR EACH OF THE 28 EBPs

 Definition of the Intervention

 Age Range
e Qutcome Areas

* References (specific articles
that provide the evidence for
the efficacy of the practice)

T



IMPLEMENTATION
RESOURCES

Implementation

/ Checklists

Parent Guides

<+ EBP Videos



AFIRM VIDEOS of Evidence-Based Practices
https://afirm.fpg.unc.edu/afirm-videos

Videos
for most
of the 28

EBPs

T



Implementation
Checklist
Ensures Fidelity

» Used to assist with planning for
EBP use

* Helps implementers self reflect
on fidelity of use

* Helps coaches give objective
feedback

* Helps to prevent drift

T



ONLINE LEARNING MODULES
JUST FOR PARAEDUCATORS, TOO!

https://afirm.fpg.unc.edu/afirm-modules

T
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AFIRM
Evidence-Based Practice
AAC Brief Packet



1. Basics of AAC (Lesson 1): Describes AAC and how it
can be used with learners with autism, as well as

who can use the AAC and its evidence-base from the
2020 NCAEP EBP Report (Steinbrenner et al., 2020).

2. Planning for AAC (Lesson 2): Provides concrete steps
and examples of how to plan for using AAC.

3. Using AAC (Lesson 3): Provides concrete steps and
scenarios of how practitioners and family members
can use principles of AAAC.

4. Monitoring AAC (Lesson 4): Provides steps for
monitoring the use of AAC, such as collecting data '
and determining next steps for the learner with
autism.

5. Resources and Tools: Free downloadable resources
and tools to support use of AAC.




AFIRM Autism Focused Intervention Augmentative & Alternative Communication
Resources & Modules For more information, please visit: hteps-rrafiom fog unc edud

---Augmentative &
Alternative Communication---

WHAT IS AUGMENTATIVE & ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATIOMN?

Augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) are interventions that use a system of
communication that is not wverbalfvocal including aided and unaided communication systems.
Methods of teaching AAC use are also included in this practice (e.g.. Aided Language Modeling)
and may include other EBEPs such as prompting. reinforcement, visual supports, and peer-
mediated interventions.

EVIDENCE-BASE:

Based upon the 2020 systematic review conducted by the National Clearinghouse on Autism
Evidence and Practice (NCAEP). this practice is a focused intervention that meets the evidence-
based practice criteria with 47 single case design studies. This practice has been effective for
early intervention (0-2 years), preschoolers (3-5 years), elementary school learners (6-11 years),
middle school learners (12-14 years), and high schoolers (15-18 years) with autism. Studies
included in the 2020 EBP report (Steinbrenner et al., 2020) detail how this practice can be used
to effectively address the following outcomes for a target goal/behavior/skill: academic/pre-
academic, challenging/interfering behavior, communication, joint attention, motor, play. and
social.

HOW IS AAC BEING USED?

This practice can be used by a variety of professionals, including teachers, special educators,
therapists, paraprofessionals, and early interventionists in educational and community-based
environments. Parents and family members also can use this practice in the home.

Suggested Citation:

Mowell, 5., Sam, A. Waters, V., Dees, R.. & AFIRM Team (2022). Augmentative & Alternative
Communication. The University of North Carclina at Chapel Hill, Frank Porter Graham Child
Development Institute, Autism Focused Intervention Resources and Modules.
https:/fafirm.fpg.unc.edu/augmentative-alternative-communication

AT
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AEIRM Autism Forused Intervention Augmentative & Alternative Communication
Resources & Modules For more information, please visit: hitps:iafirm fog unc edul
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AFIRM Autism Focused Intervention Augmentative & Alternative Communication
IRM  Respurces & Modules For mere information, please wisit: https-/afirm fpg unc edu’

---Types of AAC---

u Learn more about the types of AAC to support your understanding of this evidence-based
| B practice.

[ For more Informatlon, please visit hitps:/aflom fpguncedul .

UNAIDED COMMUMNICATION SYSTEMS:

Does not use any materials or technology, only a motion of your body (e.g., sign language and
gestures)

«Conventlonal gestures: Communicative gestures used and understood by most members of a social
group. In the United 5tates, these include actions such as shoulder shrugging, head noddingfshaking,
pointing, thumbs up/down, and high fives.

«Amerlcan Slgn Language (ASL): A complete natural language comprised of facial expressions and
handffinger movements with the same linguistic characteristics of spoken language, often used by the
deaf/hard of hearing community.

«Informal sign use (for example, "Baby signing”): A set of simple hand gestures and movements
designed to enhance communication for children who do not use much or any spoken language. May
contain single word signs from ASL but not grammatical aspects of that language. May also include
gestures that are unique and only understood by the child and their common communication partners.

LOWTECH AIDED COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS:

Aided systems that use some type of material or device. They include low-tech systems (e.g.,
exchanging objects! pictures or pointing to letters) and extend to mid-tech and high-tech speech
generating devices (5G0s) and applications that allow other devices (i.e,, phones, tablets) to serve as
5GDs.

*Plcture Exchange Communication System (PECS): a formal evidence-based system of augmentative
communication using picture exchange of standard images that represent words.

«Communication books & boards: Object choice board, choice board using photographs of
objects/events, communication book using photographs, simple communication board using
photographs, or complex communication book using symbols and letters.

SPEECH GEMNERATING AIDED COMMUMNICATION SYSTEMS:

Aided systerns that use some type of material or device, They include low-tech systams (e.g.,
exchanging cbjects/! pictures or pointing to letters) and extend to mid-tech and high-tech speech
generating devices (5GD0s) and applications that allow other devices (i.e., phones, tablets) to serve as
5GDs.

sCommunicatlion buttons/switches, Speech generating keyboard, Speech generating
communication boards, Speech generating device, 5peech generating application on a tablet

AAC

T | FRANE PORTER Git & HAM 5 Ry L Mowell et al, 2022
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4, Do you have rules about screen time and technology use at home? Can we talk about
parental controls on the device and other ways to ensure your child is not misusing the
device and still following your house rules? Can we troubleshoot ways to tell the other
children in your home that the AAC device is different than screen time?

5. Can you think of a good place in your home to store and charge the device when it is
not being used? Is this place safe from pets and other potential hazards?

6. What are your biggest concerns about the AAC device? Can we troubleshoot those
concerns together and come up with a plan?




