
Information 
Session 

 
ISAAC Cancún 
July 22-27, 2023 



ISAAC CANCÚN 
2023 

 



What is 
ISAAC? 

ISAAC is the International Society for 
Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication. 
 
Is a non-profit organization founded in 
1983.  
 
ISAAC  is a Non-Governmental 
Organization in consultative status 
with the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC). 
 
It´s offices are in Toronto, CA. Its 
executive director is Franklin Smith. 
 



Who is ISAAC 
comprised of? 

ISAAC is a membership organization 
formed by people who use AAC, their 
families, professionals and technology 
developers.  
 
ISAAC is coordinated by its Executive 
Board: 
 
Tracy Shepard, Canadá, presidente. 
Yonit Hagoel Karnieli, Israel presidente electa. 
Signhild Skogdal, Noruega, cabeza del consejo. 
Catia Crivelenti, Brazil, cabeza del consejo electa. 
Miroslav Vrankic, Croacia. Vicepresidente BUILD 

Kevin Williams, EUA. Vicepresidente LEAD 

Gabriela Berlanga, México, Vicepresidente congresos 
Elena Radici, Italia, Vicepresidente de congresos electa. 
 



Biannual Conference 

  ISAAC 2018    Gold Coast, Australia  
  ISAAC 2016    Toronto, Canada 
  ISAAC 2014    Lisbon, Portugal 
  ISAAC 2012    Pittsburgh, USA 
  ISAAC 2010    Barcelona, Spain 
  ISAAC 2008    Montreal, Canada 
  ISAAC 2006.   Düsseldorf, Germany  
  ISAAC 2004.   Natal, Brazil 
  ISAAC 2002.   Odense, Denmark 
  ISAAC 2000.   Washington DC, USA 
 

 

 



ISAAC CANCÚN 
 

Cancún, México 
 

July 22 - 27 



Pre-Conference Workshops 
 

July 22nd 

 AAC: A CRITICAL COMPONENT TO 
PATIENT CARE THROUGHOUT THE 
HOSPITAL

Ensuring successful 

com m unication betw een 
patients and providers, loved ones

and stakeholders in hospitals is a 

crucial and necessary elem ent of 
pat ient-centered care. This w orkshop w ill highlight various 

facets of AAC delivery in hospitals in both outpatient and 
inpatient sett ings.

Discuss the 

evidence base and 
current practices 

in AAC 
implementation in

hospital settings.

Describe patient 

profiles and 
phases of 

communication 
needs.

Identify 

assessment and 
intervention 

strategies

John Costello. Speech Language Patholog ist  w ith  AAC focus 

at  Boston ´ s Ch ild ren 's Hosp ital for nearly 38 years. Nat ional 
and In ternat ional Lecturer on  top ics of AAC. Author and co-

author of a num ber of art icles and chap ters. Professor of AAC 

graduate courses as ad junct  facu lt y at  Boston  Un iversit y.
Rachel Santiago is a Speech-language Patholog ist  and  

Clin ical Coord inator of the Inpat ien t  Augm entat ive 
Com m unicat ion  Prog ram  at  Boston  Ch ild ren ´ s Hosp ital. 

Rachel has pub lished and  p resented  nat ionally and 

in ternat ionally on  the top ics of AAC in  the hosp ital set t ing  and 
pat ien t -p rovider com m un icat ion .

DARE TO DREAM

Interactive and bilingual 

(English and Spanish) 

w orkshop that starts w ith a 

dream , w hich is developed 

and detailed via a guided process
and shared w ith the group. But this is just  the 

beginning: an act ion plan and follow -up for 

turning the dream  into a future reality is included.

Develop a clear 

dream

Turn it  into an 

act ion plan

Identify first  

steps and 
part icipate in a 

one-year follow  
up process.

Diane Nelson Bryen, PhD.,. Professor Em erita, Tem ple 

Un iversit y. Leader, m entor, advocate, teacher and researcher 
in  the AAC field .  Au thor of “Dare to Dream ”: Turn ing  Dream s 

in to Future Realit ies. 
Gabriela Rangel, PhD., Associate Professor Un iversidad  
Autónom a de Barcelona. Psycholog ist  w ith  m ore than  15 years 

experience w ork ing  w ith  peop le w ho use AAC and  their 
fam ilies focusing  in  the socioem ot ional, m ental and behavior 

dom ains. 

BUILDING BRIDGES TO 
CONVENTIONAL READING AND 
WRITING IN AAC

This w orkshop w ill offer an 

instructional fram ew ork and 

practical approaches to help

learners w ith com plex

com m unication needs m ove from
em ergent to conventional reading and

w rit ing. Part icipants w ill learn about com prehensive 

approaches and how  to m atch instruction to current 

learner needs using the Bridging Guides tools. 

Identify learners 

who benefit from 
comprehensive 

conventional 
literacy 

instruction. 

Identify the 

elements of 
comprehensive 

conventional 
literacy 

instruction.

Identify 

Instructional 
approaches and 

use one or more 
Bridging Guides. 

Karen Erickson, Ph.D.. Director of t he Cen ter for Literacy and  

Disab ilit y Stud ies and  a Professor in  the Division  of Speech 
and Hearing  Sciences , School of Med icine at  t he Un iversit y of 

North  Carolina at  Chapel Hill. Is the David  E. and Dolores “Dee” 

Yoder Dist ingu ished  Professor.
Lori Geist , Ph.D. CCC-SLP is an  assistan t  p rofessor at  t he 

Center for Literacy and Disab ilit y Stud ies in  the Departm ent  of 
Health  Sciences in  the School of Med icine at  t he Un iversit y of 

North  Carolina at  Chapel Hill. Prior to join ing  the research  

facu lty at  UNC, she w orked in  d irect  service, consu ltat ion  and 
product  developm ent . 



Pre-Conference Workshops 
 

July 23rd 

 BABY STEPS: FOSTERING AAC AND 
LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT IN 
PRESCHOOL CHILDREN

This w orkshop w ill offer 

part icipants prAACtical

strategies for establishing

goals and designing 

instruct ions for AAC users.

Discuss key 

Considerations in
matching young 

children with CCN 
to appropriate AAC 

goals and 

interventions.

Describe activities 

that support AAC 
& language 

learning in young 
AAC learners. 

Identify resources 

for empowering 
parents, preschool 

teams, and other 
key stakeholders.

Carole Zangari, Ph.D. CCC-SLP. Professor in  the Speech 

Language Pathology departm ent  at  Nova Sou theastern  
Un iversit y (NSU). ASHA fellow , USSAAC Board  Mem ber and 

ISAAC liaison . In ternat ional p resenter on  AAC top ics w ith  over 

30 years of experience teach ing  m aster´ s and doctoral 
courses in  AAC. Author of books, art icles and the b log : 

w w w .PrAACt icalAAC.org
Tannalynn Neufeld, MS. CCC-SLP . Coach & Consu ltan t  at  

Sum m it  AAC & Aut ism  Support , Found ing  Director at  

AACcessib le & The AAC Academ y. 15 years of experience 
support ing  ch ild ren  and young  adu lt s w ith  com plex learn ing  

needs and  their fam ilies. 

CVI AND AAC: IMPLICATIONS FOR 
ASSESSMENT, INTERVENTION, 
RESEARCH AND DAY TO DAY LIFE

This w orkshop w ill consider 

key factors that relate to the

outcom es of children w ith
Cortical Visual Im pairm ent

w ho use AAC. Research results, 
best practices and m ethodologies to support vision, 

com m unication, language and learning w ill be 

described.  Im plications of brain plasticity and the 
theories of cascading developm ent w ill be incorporated. 

Identify 

characteristics of 
CVI and the impact 

on children with 
severe speech 

impairments who 

rely on AAC tools. 

State ways to 

access evidence-
based services for 

children with CVI 
who use AAC.

]Discuss results of 

research studies 
and how they 

inform practice.

Sarah W . Blackstone, Ph.D., CCC-SLP Past  p residen t  of ISAAC, 

ISAAC fellow  and  founder of USSAAC. Serves on  t he Board  of 
Directors of The Bridge School, USSAAC, CERV and the Cen t ral 

Coast  Ch ild ren ´ s Foundat ion . Founder of t he CVI-AAC project  at  

The Bridge School w h ich  is curren t ly undergoing  several 
research  projects on  CVI and AAC.

Christ ine Rom an-Lantzy, Ph.D. TVI w orld  leader in  the 
assessm ent  and in tervent ion  of ch ild ren  w ith  CVI. Founder and 

ch ief of Ped iat ric View . Form er Professor at  the Un iversit y of 

Pit t sburgh  and Marshall Un iversit y. In ternat ional speaker, 
au thor of  ”Cort ical Visual Im pairm ent : An Approach to 

Ident ificat ion , Assessm ent  and  In tervent ion”, 2007, revised  2018 
and “Cort ical Visual Im pairm ent : Advanced Princip les” 2020.

APOYO AL DESARROLLO DEL 
LENGUAJE ASISTIDO POR 
SISTEMAS AUMENTATIVOS DE 
COMUNICACIÓN 

Este taller describirá los 

Aspectos centrales del 

Desarrollo del lenguaje de 

Niños que usan SAAC y la 

Manera de prom over una m ajor
Estructura gram m atical a través de la 

Interacción interpersonal y la intervención del 

lenguaje basada en el discurso. 

Conocerán el 

Desarrollo del 
lenguaje con 

SAAC.

Seleccionarán 

objetivos  y 
metodologías de 

intervención 
basadas en el 

discurso

Identificarán 

estrategias de 
evaluación.

Gloria Soto. Catedrát ica en la Un iversidad Estatal de San  

Francisco en el Departam ento de Ciencias de la Aud ición, 
Hab la y Lenguaje y en el Departam ento de Educación

Especial. El en foque de su invest igación rad ica en el

Desarrollo del lenguaje y la in tervención en n iños que usan
CAA, p ract ices inclusivas, 

Sol Solís is a Speech-language Patholog ist  and Clin ical 
Coord inator of t he Inpat ien t  Augm entat ive Com m unicat ion  

Prog ram  at  Boston  Ch ild ren ´ s Hosp ital. Rachel has pub lished  

and presented  nat ionally and  in ternat ionally on  the top ics of 
AAC in  the hosp it al set t ing  and  pat ien t -p rovider 

com m un icat ion .



 
AAC Camp 

 
July 22-23 

 



MAIN CONFERENCE  
EVENTS 

July 24-27 
 

More than 300 concurrent and 
plenary sessions 

 
Research symposium 

incorporated in main conference 

 



Strands 

• AAC Clinical Practice Across the Life 
Span 

• AAC Technology 
• Cognitive, Sensory and Motor Aspects 
• Communication Partners 
• Education, Language and Literacy 
• Equity, Diversity, Inclusion and 

Participation 
• Family and Consumer Self Advocacy 
• Professional, ethical and legal 

considerations 
• Capacity Building in Spanish Speaking 

Countries 

 
 
 
 



CONFERENCE EVENTS 
 

Sessions for people who 
use AAC and their  

families 

 



CONFERENCE EVENTS 
 

Chapter,  member  
and committee  

meetings 

 



CONFERENCE EVENTS 
 

Exhibition Hall 

 



 
Social events 

 

Let's get 

social!







CONFERENCE EVENTS 
 

Film festival 

 



CONFERENCE EVENTS 
 

Lightning Pitch 

 



 
 

Official language 

• English is the official language of the 
conference 

• Translation into Spanish: Pre-
conference workshops and sessions 
happening in plenary room and 
Tulum room.  

• Internet access to use personal 
translators. 

 



Virtual 
Component 

 ISAAC Conference Cancun will be an in-person 
conference as initially planned. We will be 
recording some sessions, which we will make 
available after the conference for a limited time. 
This will make it possible for people who cannot 
attend in person to watch some of the 
presentations. It will also give those who attend 
the conference in person an opportunity to review 
some of the presentations. We hope you will 
attend the conference in person so you can make 
use of all that it offers. We look forward to the joy 
of connecting and learning from each other again 
as our global community comes together in 
beautiful Cancun, Mexico 

 
 
 



Located near to convention center 

Special rates 

0% VAT 

Accessibility support 

Communication Access Training 



WHAT TO DO IN CANCÚN? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ENJOY THE WARM WEATHER AND THE BEACH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CENOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHICHEN ITZÁ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TULUM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEAR-BY ISLANDS 

HOLBOX, COZUMEL, ISLA MUJERES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FEELING  
MORE 

ADVENTUROUS? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Registration Cost 



Conference Registration 
Step 1: Discount code for ISAAC members 



Conference Registration 
Step 2: Contact information 



Conference Registration 
Step 3: Membership details 



Conference Registration 
Step 3: Membership details 



Conference Registration 
Step 4: Select registration format 



Conference Registration 
Step 5: Preconference workshop 



Conference Registration 
Step 6: AAC Camp 



Conference Registration 
Step 7: Social Event 



Conference Registration 
Step 8: Consent 



Conference Registration 
Step 9: Payment 



Conference Registration 
Step 10: Submit 



Thank you 
www.Isaac-online.org 
 
       ISAAC International 
       ISAAC Conference Cancun 
       ISAAC Español 
 
       Grupo de Whatsapp    
       Español:  
 
 
 
 

 

We’ll see you 
in Cancún! 

https://youtu.be/85Sp7jkjrKc 

 

http://www.isaac-online.org/
http://www.isaac-online.org/
http://www.isaac-online.org/
https://youtu.be/85Sp7jkjrKc

