USSAAC The USSAAC Webinar Series

THE VOICE OF AAC

October 16, 2019
7:00 PM Eastern

My Story of How Getting A Speech Device
Changed My Life

Presenter: Todd Hutchinson
Moderator: Stephanie Meehan, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

Mr. Hutchinson has a personal non-financial relationship to the content of this course as he is telling his story as an adult with cerebral palsy who uses
AAC devices. No financial disclosures to report.

Moderator has no financial or non-financial disclosures to report.
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WHAT WILL YOU LEARN?

* The participants will be able to discuss how using multiple modalities to communicate is
necessary for individuals with complex communication needs (CCN) to be able to express
themselves in all environments.

e 2. The participants will be able to describe how the use of a speech generating device compared
to a symbol book can significantly improve spontaneous and novel communication.
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AAC Disaster Relief

Emergency Information

Emergency: 911

Edit Info Post Documents

USSAAC

THE VOICE OF AAC

Update Slideshow

USSAAC

THE VOICE OF AAC

Community Admin

m m I want to VOIunteer

Lend a hand:

Get assistance:

Send supplies:

est donation centers, shelters, a

o
a
3
a
o
3
)
0
o
0

Community Updates Post Updates

Welcome to AAC Disaster Relief for Hurricane Irma  edit

pos! ago oy CERV from Community Emergency Response Volunteers of the Monterey Peninsula

nication needs

This site assists people with severe speech and language disabilities who use augmentative and alternative
communication (AAC) to enable them to communicate. We are focusing on the aftermath of Hurricane Irma.
Help us get the word out!

Individuals who use AAC and their family members can request help or sign...
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New Site added to address needs of people who use AAC and their family
members impacted by Hurricane Irma Edit
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Check back at https://ussaac.org/news-events/webinars/ for additional
details and registration information for our 2020 series.

Follow USSAAC on Facebook for up-to-date and “breaking” news.

Please consider joining USSAAC! Check out
https://ussaac.org/membership/ for benefits!
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Symbols from 4 until 18,
and man, it was : o a bliss symbol on the board, next a
person would say the word or message g ew people, | showed my bliss symbol board, pointed
to pictures, but people didn’t say words for me, they didn’t understand that’s how | was communicating. It
was very hard for me, because | was pointing to the same stuff, but a lot of different people were
speaking for me or even worse, not knowing | was trying to say something! Despite my frustration, | kept

working on communicating and hoped for the best.
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o prmca, (Dd BEE ot Mr. Bees wanted to help and he wanted to find a way for me to show
my high [.Q. The next day, | went back to my speech teacher. Because
of what happened in Mr. Bees room, she started to put words under

show place,

each picture to help me learn the word that went with each picture.
Without the picture, | could not read or spell. It helped a little, but
sometimes, | didn’t look at the word, because the picture was more

meaningful. | realized that | thought with pictures.
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favorite thing in the worlc ‘This was the
best thing the team did for me, because | saw how numbers worked! Even my own
teacher began coming to me for help on how to use the computer and spreadsheet
program. She was so amazed that | had picked up all of this information within

such a short amount of time. My speech teacher heard about what | did with the

computer, she thought of an idea that might help me more than the picture book.
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have the pictures that hac ; over the years. Remember, | started using Bliss

Symbols at the age of 4! | am now 16! So we cleared out the page sets from the device. We built a

language system specifically for me using the Bliss Symbols and pictures from my communication book

because | knew these meanings and already communicated effectively with them. Then we came up with

pictures that | could associate with words, and phrases, so that | would remember them when paired with a

meaningful picture.
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1. In order

began to learn

my speech device all

oved and when | was on the school

| A 5 communicate! My bus driver thought it was cooll
About a week later, | started to turn down the volume so that | could just
practice using it on the bus ride alone. This helped me because | needed a lot of

time to learn all about the Touch talker, and what it could and could not do.
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Now, | was usin. ne to use it even more then | was.
She wanted me to just use ugh | knew that | can say “Good Morning” to her.
WHY? | didn’t want to say it to her, but | did say “Hi” to her with my voice. Well, she doesn’t like that
because | didn’t use my Touch talker in front of her. She wanted me to use Touch talker 100% time! |
asked myself, why? | can say “hi”, “yes”, “no”, “thank you”, and | didn’t know why using my voice was
not okay. Why should | stop to use my device, when | do have a few words that | can say?2 | chose to
keep using my voice for a few things, but when people don’t understand something that | try to say,
then | will use my Touch Talker. Some people like it, but some people didn’t. | don’t care what they
think! This is, my voicel




those of us v
answer. When usi p

speech device, remember what a pel 1struct my esponse
or my own question. | fried using the phrase, Please, be patient with me.
Sometimes it worked, but instead, | just like yes and no questions because
it is faster, and then they aren’t waiting around for me to communicate.
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the comp worked on it for

months. There alk to the computer. When it was all
working the right way, i sl | could write a word faster than spelling it
out. | can remember it like yesterday, because | Jde me different. Now | could use my speech device for writing,

and | didn’t have spell every letter out. | hated typing every letter, because it took me a long time! What used to
take me 90 minutes now only took 30!
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ke apple computer through blue tooth with my ECO2. | use my

huge flat screen TV to project from my computer, which gives me access to communicate

via email, use the web, and communicate with anyone while at home. Each speech device
that | have purchased or | have, has helped me get everything that | need. Now, | can talk
to people, use a computer, make schedules, and create and manage my budget, and

write my speeches for events.
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project for all pp e to brir ake “something”. At
the start, students wanted the participants, like me, to share about ourselves.
| did that, but then they needed us to write down information? | couldn’t, so |
asked a lady to help me. She agreed, but she said she had little a problem,

wrote our information in, pink pen! A friendship had begun.

/she only had pink pen! | looked at her, laughed, and | said why not¢ So, we
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The best pc d wher friend with the pink pen, worked with me. |

used the iPad to video a short skit of how we first met. On the last day, we had
family to come to see what the whole group had accomplished. | showed my pictures
and my first small movie about how | met “Pink Pen”. It was awesomel! In the end, the
show, was a true testament that when people communicate, think outside the box,
and work collaboratively, great things will happen!
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speech device more. It is
a tool fc different things, and | have faith in the
computer world to keep making accessible technology that will continue to
change my life. After all of my struggling for independence, | now have the
FREEDOM to do WHAT | WANT, and that is something | have dreamed of my

entire lifel
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experiences of my loved ones and friends. When | am done, |

look forward to sharing my book with the world.
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d dream of the things we want,
e. All of those thoughts I've had in my head

as far back as | can remember. I've pictured my lifestyle and the way | want

it to look many different times. In the long run, | truly believe having dreams
to follow is what gets you through life, and hopefully | will achieve all of my
dreams someday.




and more about

| are so called “abled”.
After all, we

See me, TODD, not my disability! Please never count me or someone like me out, just

because we do not fall into your opinion of “capable”. Give me or someone like me
a chance, and just wait to be AMAZED!
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COMMUNICATION

BEYOND BORDERS

AAC Camp, Pre-Confer

AUGUST 3-6 - //
Main Conference at the Canctin ICC, México I
Surrounded by Mayan culture and with easy access to beautiful beaches, tours, shops and restaurants

of both Canctin and the Riviera Maya, the ISAAC conference will feature AAC events and perspectives;

cutting edge research and clinical innovations; workshops, seminars, exhibits, social events, and
entertainment, all in a unique cultural setting.

Bt o ' _&Mq@( your calendar today, and save ¥ .
e s Mate for IS’RAG 2020 in Mexico! -

For more mformatnoq,.vnﬁt uSat A lsaam&'org M
 andfollow #ISAAC2020 on Twitter.

Intefnational Society for

Augméntative and Alternative Communication

www.isaac-online.org



COMMUNICATION
BEYOND BORDERS

Congreso principal en eI ICG de Gancun México | //

Rodeado por la cultura maya y con facil acceso a playas hermosas, tiendas, restaurants y tours tanto
de Canctin como de la Riviera Maya, el congreso de ISAAC contara con eventos de CAA, perspectivas, o
(ltimo en investigaciones e innovaciones clinicas, talleres, seminarios, exposiciones de las compafiias
mas importantes, eventos sociales y entretenimiento. Todo en un sitio culturalmente Unico.

] jAnétalo en tu calendario y aparta 7

‘;,- s “lafecha para ISAAC 2020 en México!
“"f X P;i’a mayér mformacmﬁ consulta nuestro smo::tleb. m%aac-
SAAQZOZO

~ ysiouenosenTwitierl

Intemational Soclety for-
Augmentative and Alterriative Communication

www.isaac-online.org



