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• Resources 
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• Development activities 

 



Success, and Challenge 

–  

 



Shortage of SLPs with competencies in 

AAC  

• ~55% of SLPs in the schools serve children who 

have limited speech (ASHA, 2010) 

 

• ~85% of practicing SLPs did not complete a single 

course focused on the needs of children with CCN 

(Costigan & Light, 2010) 

 

• SLPs report that lack of training in AAC /AT & 

services for English language learners are their 

“greatest professional challenge” (ASHA, 2010) 

 

• Light et al (2014) 

 



Preservice training 

• 18-35% of preservice programs do not offer any 

coursework at all in AAC 

 

• Many of the programs that offer training in AAC, 

do so on a limited basis  

– 1-4 hours of AAC content 

 

• Only a small percentage of programs offer full 

courses in AAC 

– ~half of these are not required courses 

– Light et al (2014) 

 



Preservice training 

• 54-71% of preservice programs for SLPs do 

not employ faculty with expertise in AAC 

 

• 64% of programs report that faculty who are 

not experts in AAC typically teach the AAC 

courses 

• Light et al (2014) 

 



• http://www.ussaac.org/webinars 

• https://www.youtube.com/user/ISAACVideoChannel 

• http://www.communication-access.org 

• http://praacticalaac.org/ 

 

 

http://www.ussaac.org/webinars
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http://www.communication-access.org/make-your-service-accessible/make-your-services-accessible/
http://www.communication-access.org/make-your-service-accessible/make-your-services-accessible/
http://www.communication-access.org/make-your-service-accessible/make-your-services-accessible/
http://www.communication-access.org/make-your-service-accessible/make-your-services-accessible/


Current Resources 

 

 

 

 

AACkids.psu.edu 

 

 

 

AAC-RERC.psu.edu 

 

 

 

 

RERConAAC.PSU.ED

U 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AACliteracy.psu.ed

u 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webcasts,  

print materials, 

quizzes 



Who are the materials for? 



AAC-learning-center.psu.edu 

Resources 

All webcasts, readings,  

factsheets,  

AAC ads 

Free 

Searchabl

e  

No 

registration 

No 

quizzes  



Soft opening 

aac-learning-

center.psu.edu 
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AAC-learning-center.psu.edu 

Resources 

webcasts, readings 

, factsheets,  

AAC ads 

Free 

Searchabl

e  

No 

registration 

No 

quizzes  



Who are the materials for? 



AAC-learning-center.psu.edu 

Resources 

All webcasts, 

readings 

Courses 

Structured 

content 

Free 

Registratio

n 

Quizzes & 

discussion 

topics  

Certificates 

of 

Completio

n 



Topic Contributors Target date 

Funding 

- Overview 

- Submitting a funding request 

David McNaughton 

Dana Brinkel  

Lew Golinker  

November 1, 2017 

 

Alternative Access Jessica Gormley 

David McNaughton 

Naima Bhana 

March 1, 2018 

Literacy 

- Instruction in early reading 

skills 

Janice Light 

David McNaughton 

Jess Caron 

Grace Chang 

May 1, 2018 

AAC in schools 

- Family centered practices 

Kelsey Mandak 

Janice Light 

David McNaughton 

July 1, 2018 

Transition 

- Building Community 

David McNaughton 

Chris Klein 

 

July 1, 2018 



course 

modules 



Module 



• Quizzes 

– Multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank 

• Certificates 

What, 

Why,  

How 



Individual User Accounts 



Discussion Board 

• Q&A with Guest Speaker 

– Threaded discussion 

 

• Open to all persons who have obtained 

passing score on quiz 

• Scheduled and time-limited  

– 3 times per year? 

• Archived 



Interactions with Guest Speakers 

• Chris Klein 

– “Community Participation and Persons who use 

AAC” 

– Participation on “Blog” 

• Answer posted questions from all students who 

had completed Course and quiz activities 

• Available to any student, anywhere 

–“blend” into other classes 

 



Faculty area 

• Share resources 

– Discussion starters 

– In-class practice activities 

 

• Feedback on courses 

– Strengths 

– Areas for growth 



AAC-learning-center.psu.edu 

Resources 

webcasts, 

readings, 

factsheets 

Courses 

Structured 

content, 

quizzes  

Free 

registratio

n 

Quizzes 

& 

discussio

n topics  



AAC-learning-center.psu.edu 

Resources 

All webcasts, 

readings 

Courses 

Organized 

content 

Active and 

legacy sites 

Active sites 

aac.psu.edu 

RERConAAC 

Legacy sites 

AACkids, 

AACliteracy, 

aac-rerc 



Success, and Challenge 

–  

 



RERC-AAC.ORG 

• The contents of this presentation were developed under a grant 

from the National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and 

Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR grant number #90RE5017) to 

the Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center on Augmentative 

and Alternative Communication (RERC on AAC).   

• NIDILRR is a Center within the Administration for Community 

Living (ACL), Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).  

The contents of this presentation do not necessarily represent the 

policy of NIDILRR, ACL, HHS, and you should not assume 

endorsement by the Federal Government. 


