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The Writing Pyramid	  

Word	  Banks,	  Symbol	  
Sets/	  Devices,	  and	  The	  

ALPHABET!	  
Dr.	  Caroline	  Ramsey	  Musselwhite,	  SLP	  

Southsest	  Human	  Development,	  Phoenix,	  AZ,	  USA	  
www.aacintervenJon.com	  

Veronica	  CroLo,	  Teacher	  
Alejandra	  Gil,	  SLP	  

Bernardita	  Cardenas,	  OTR	  

Aedin	  Center,	  Buenos	  Aires,	  ArgenJna	  

Concerns	  Re:	  Beginning	  WriJng	  

Wri%ng	  o)en	  focuses	  mainly	  on:	  

-‐  Copying	  or	  tracing	  
-‐  Errorless	  wri%ng	  with	  limited	  symbol	  sets	  
(augmented	  wri%ng)	  

Beginning	  writers	  o)en	  do	  not	  get	  the	  chance	  to	  use	  
their	  AAC	  devices	  or	  full	  symbol	  sets	  (e.g.,	  PODDs)	  
to	  write	  AND	  to	  write	  with	  the	  full	  alphabet	  
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Writing 
Approaches 

& Tools 

What	  Does	  WriJng	  Look	  Like	  for	  Students	  with	  
Significant	  DisabiliJes?	  

(From	  Write	  to	  Talk!	  Musselwhite	  &	  Hanser,	  2005)	  

•  Closed,	  Ac%vity	  Specific	  Vocabulary	  
•  Core	  &	  Content	  Vocabulary	  
•  The	  Alphabet	  

ALL	  Students	  MUST	  use	  the	  alphabet	  to	  make	  
progress	  with	  learning	  to	  read	  and	  write.	  

One Time Only Picture Set � Journalling:  Picture Sets�
Made in Clicker�

Write to Talk 
           CD 
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Minimal	  use	  .	  .	  .	  	  
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Word Banks with Content Words�
Made in Clicker�

Word Banks / Temporary Sets 

Light	  Tech	  

S-cky	  
GlowColoring	  
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Content Writing – Using Device 

Read to Write: Annotate Books!	  
Fruit	  Bats	  Book	  from	  www.tarheelreader.org	  

Words	  from	  
AAC	  Device	  

WRITING/	  
WriJng	  Tips	  
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Flyer	  on	  CD	  

Also	  in	  Spanish!	  
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The	  Power	  of	  26	  !	  

Using	  the	  alphabetis	  the	  one	  
way	  that	  students	  can	  express	  

ANYTHING	  they	  want!	  

Composing Using the Alphabet	  
Molly	  Uses	  the	  Color	  Coded	  Eye	  Gaze	  Frame	  

(Journal	  entry	  from	  the	  first	  month)	  

Kanye	  West:	  

FT	  	  KAT	  

Posi%ve	   Nega%ve	  



The Writing Pyramid, ISAAC 2014, Lisbon, Portugal 8/19/14 

Dr. Caroline Musselwhite, Veronica Crotto,  Alejandra 
Gil, Bernardita Cardenas 8 

•  Word	  Banks	  (	  aka,	  
Augmented	  
Wri%ng)	  

•  Core	  +	  Content	  Set	  
•  Full	  Alphabet	  

Ms.	  Perry’s	  	  
Light	  

Tech	  Sets	  

Sample	  WriJng	  Goal	  

Given	  daily	  opportuni%es	  to	  write	  
about	  self-‐selected,	  personally	  
meaningful	  topics	  using	  the	  
appropriate	  assis%ve	  technologies,	  
the	  student	  will	  use	  both	  core	  
vocabulary,	  word	  banks,	  and	  le\er-‐
by-‐le\er	  spelling	  to	  generate	  text.	  	  	  

From:	  	  Center	  for	  Literacy	  &	  Disability	  Studies	  website	  /	  Deaf	  Blind	  Resources	  

	  Book	  Creator	  or	  
Story	  Creator	  app	  

•  Look	  at	  the	  photo	  
•  Alphabet	  Flip	  Book	  –	  students	  pick	  le\er	  
•  Then	  give	  3	  word	  choices	  +	  None	  
•  Write	  their	  choice	  
•  Pick	  a	  partner	  to	  record	  it	  

C	  models	  Y	  =	  yucky	  
A	  picks	  K,	  then	  ‘kooky’	  

Sister	  models	  C	  =	  cute	   E	  Picks	  A	  =	  adorable	  
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Note:	  	  Alphabet	  =	  Errorless	  

Word Banks:  Clicker 

I	  Like	  Books	  
•	  Can	  rewrite	  books!!!	  
•	  Saves	  both	  original	  &	  customized	  
•	  FREE	  

*	  

Authen%c	  purpose?	  
Re-‐do	  for	  preschool/	  K!	  

I	  Like	  Books	  
*	  

My	  Model	  
(using	  student’s	  device)	  
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I	  Like	  Books	   WriJng	  A	  Poem	  –	  Being	  Unique	  

Model	  
Poem	  

Student	  	  
Poems	  
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S-cky	  

Explain	  Everything	  –	  Video!!	  

•Picked	  word	  to	  
change;	  
•Chose	  le\er	  C	  
•	  Chose	  NONE	  
•	  Chose	  creepy	  
from	  2nd	  word	  
bank	  
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Handout	  Available	  At:	  

hLp://aacgirls.blogspot.com	  


