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Concerns Re: Beginning Writing

Writing often focuses mainly on:
- Copying or tracing

- Errorless writing with limited symbol sets
(augmented writing)

Beginning writers often do not get the chance to use
their AAC devices or full symbol sets (e.g., PODDs)
to write AND to write with the full alphabet

THE PLIGHT OF THE STRUGGLING
WRITER: I'T’S A JUGGLING ACT!
(HANSER, 1998)

Dr. Caroline Musselwhite, Veronica Crotto, Alejandra
Gil, Bernardita Cardenas

TRANSLATING
Thoughts Requires...

ACCESS to
Vocabulary!ll
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Writing
Approaches
& Tools

What Does Writing Look Like for Students with
Significant Disabilities?
(From Write to Talk! Musselwhite & Hanser, 2005)

* Closed, Activity Specific Vocabulary
* Core & Content Vocabulary
* The Alphabet

ALL Students MUST use the alphabet to make
progress with learning to read and write.

One Time Only Picture Set
| i . v

Dr. Caroline Musselwhite, Veronica Crotto, Alejandra
Gil, Bernardita Cardenas

Journalling: Picture Sets

Made in Clicker
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Alternative: IntelliKeys with
Activity Specific Over'lays

—_— Trash POeM = 50% Reduction ——————————————
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Which One Would You Vote

For?

Trash Poem Trash Poem
IleY Icky trash
szhlfky Sticky trash

ey Ucky mucky yucky trash
Mucky

Love love love love trash

I love trash

Try to avoid
Yemporary language!

here today gone tomorrow
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Minimal use. ..
‘words from heaven!’
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Word Banks with Content Words
Made in Clicker
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Core + Content
Vocabulary

CORE vocabulary

- Most common words
- Permits talking about any topic
- Stored together rather than by theme

Excessive or prolonged use

of closed vocabulary sets CONTENT vocabulary

can limit students’ writing o
developmentll - Other words that fit into broad themes

Dr. Caroline Musselwhite, Veronica Crotto, Alejandra
Gil, Bernardita Cardenas
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brain's Content Writing - Using Device

in gear

starting

starting
to think

to sweat

K-W-L: Fantastic Frog Facts
Sidney, Writing in Science Class, 2/04

What T KNOW [What I WANT to |What I LEARNED

easy frustration know

as pie flowing Mean What frog? Frog I like frog
Fat Live Eat bug
Young Eat Pond

Student: Fully included 4th grader, 2 switch scanner
Tools: Vanguard cabled to computer writing into Microsoft
Word.

Tight Tech Display Sets

Read 1.0 Wl“i'l'e H Annotate BOOkS! Light Tech Display Sets Its on the CDI

(Musselwhite, 2011) ‘ ?
Fruit Bats Book from www.tarheelreader.org g At i e e s | =N

This Tip will share a few sets that are inexpensive and readily available.

Print 'n i This set presents 21 the
36 PCS symbols per page.
hittp://www.mayer-johnson.com/print-n-
communicate

‘Sample pages include:

~actions  + mealtime

“toys  clothing

~animals body parts

WRITING/
Writing Tips
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A ot Tab Top Flip Set. The system includes a
; ale

WO rd S frO m static core vombuluryl ha*flip” system of
AAC DeVICe oo 3 e oF e a tab that

represents its category. The core vocabulary can
be customized o the child.
Contact information: Karen Casey@dhhs.ne.qov
Sample category sets include:
- actions * describing words

) T - Flip 'n Talk Set. This set of core plus category
sleep want more words presests 30 viny communscation srips with

” v " picture tabs. Each strip displays up to six words in
Fruit bats like to sleep upside down. S

- o + clothi
« EIIID » SEFEH EEET o oStk
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Tab Top Flip Set — Clothing & Core : ; ;
p P 8 Print 'n Communicate (Mayer Johnson)
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Composing Using the Alphabet
Molly Uses the Color Coded Eye Gaze Frame
(Journal entry from the first month)

The Power of 26 !

Using the alphabetis the one
way that students can express
ANYTHING they want!

Writing Pyramid LA PIRAMIDE DE LA ESCRITURA, segiin Caroline Musselwhite
+

Positive Negative -

Incrementan el Vocabulario|

Las palabras son Mejoran la sintaxis

Temporarias
P Dan un producto escrito fing

El vocabulario no le socialmente adecuado
“pertencece “ al

nifio

Bcode

Palabras

Core + Content:
Wortds from Device / Set

Escritura

Es su propio vocabulario

Es limitado el
vecabuiaria Carpetas de; Podra explorar palabras que|
para dictar no usa habitualmente para
Alphabet ajotro comunicarse
Eslento Puede escribir todo lo

que piensa

Alfabeto

Dr. Caroline Ramsey Musselwhite
2013 www.aacintervention.com

Dr. Caroline Musselwhite, Veronica Crotto, Alejandra
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Ms. Perry’s
Light
Tech Sets

Word Banks ( aka,
Augmented
Writing)

Core + Content Set

* Full Alphabet

Sample Writing Goal

Given daily opportunities to write
about self-selected, personally
meaningful topics using the
appropriate assistive technologies,
the student will use both core
vocabulary, word banks, and letter-
by-letter spelling to generate text.

From: Center for Literacy & Disability Studies website / Deaf Blind Resources

By Evelyn and Alyssa

* Look at the photo

* Write their choice
* Pick a partner to record it

Alphabet Flip Book — students pick letter
* Then give 3 word choices + None

A picks K, then ‘kooky’

Adorable!

Sy
i

Sister models C = cute E Picks A = adorable

Dr. Caroline Musselwhite, Veronica Crotto, Alejandra

Gil, Bernardita Cardenas
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Writing Pyramid

By Evelyn and Alyss

Core + Content:
‘Words from Device / Set

Note: Alphabet = Errorles#élphabet\

Dr. Caroline Ramsey Musselwhite
2013 www.aacintervention.com

Asaueroso | peaaoso i wwoso | ownoso

ESPANTOSO FASTDIOSO GORDITO BLANDTO

CHIQUITO BAJTO PESADITO FLEGANTE

IMPORTANTE wr’nrsm/\m IMPACTANTE | ESPELUZNANTE

PICANTE

FSEES| ul SEESMI
rmnun [IDANIE

Word Banks: Clicker

iting Pyramid

Word
nks

Core + Content:
Words from Device / Set

Alphabet

Dr. Caroline Ramsey Musselwhite
2013 www.aacintervention.com

| Like Books

e Can rewrite books!!!

¢ FREE

Rewrite & Record Your Own Story

Authentic purpose?
Re-do for preschool/ K!

e Saves both original & customized

"Back Settings
ettings

Sound
Swipe
Word highlights

Story highlights

Picture highlights

Customize story

| Like Books

My Model
(using student’s device)

s =

Dr. Caroline Musselwhite, Veronica Crotto, Alejandra

Gil, Bernardita Cardenas
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| Like Books

Writing Pyramid

Dr. Caroline Ramsey Musselwhite
2013 www.aacintervention.com

Writing A Poem — Being Unique
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St d=a u (Lo =

S ibilidades
- Nuestras posibiliiar

Ll Todos somos diferentes
Topos ESTOS CHICOS VIVEN EN PAISES DIFERENTES.

—w

2=

Nus Ve
i Suecin. 8

2
/% ;QUE PREGUNTAS LES HARIAS PARA CONOCERLOS?
Lawla coprbey

s OisERVA EL DOCUMENTO DE IDENTIDAD DE LUISA.

Juans 225

# CONVERSA CON TUS COMPAREROS.
(B QUE ESTAN HACIENDO LAS P!
* ;TODAS LAS PERSONAS PUEDEN.
COSAS? 2
@x JQUE ACT! S
DIFlCILES?

C0STADO? * jPEDIS AYUDA CUANDO

i L
|4 ;Que siGNIFicA EL NOMERO DEL
21 fTooos USTEDES TIENEN DOCUMENTOS IGUALES?

0S SOMOS DIFERE!

e e e oy sk O 1 i

VERONICA ES MI NOMBRE
A MI ME GUSTA TOCAR EL PIANO
ME ENCANTA BUSCAR HORMIGAS

INVENTAR Y CORRER AL GATO

MIS AMIGOS DE LA ESCUELA YO LES VOY A PRESENTAR
A MEL! LE GUSTA EL IPAD, SU PERRO Y ESTUDIAR
ABELEN SU MASCOTA, INGLES Y ANALIZAR

A PAU LE GUSTA CORTAR CON TUERA

Y A SU HUJA LLEVAR A PASEAR

¢AVOS QUER TE GUSTA? ¢DIBUJAR, PINTAR O CONTAR?

“EN LA VARIEDAD ESTA EL GUSTO" ESO DICE MI MAMA
ES LINDO ESTUDIAR JUNTOS, APRENDER Y DISFRUTAR.

Model
Poem

SOMOS TODOS DIFERENTES JUNTOS VAMOS A TRABAIAR

VERO

Dr. Caroline Musselwhite, Veronica Crotto, Alejandra

Gil, Bernardita Cardenas

Student
Poems

8/19/14
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F i Writing Pyramid
wnung Pyramld ENECGELO TAS ESTAELLAS, EN EL CAWPO [AS ESPRAS VENE]
.
ESTRELLAS
EN EL CAMPO LAS
ESPINAS ; Word
Y EN EL MEDIQ DE Banks
MIPECHO.... 3 ,
A
Core + Content:
Woris from Device / Set

Alphabet

Dr. Caroline Ramsey Musselwhite
2013 www.aacintervention.com

Dr. Caroline Ramsey Musselwhite
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Writing Pyramid

ePicked word to

change;
eChose letter C 4
e Chose NONE L ; Wordstrom Dot/

¢ Chose cree e
Py L LTV — e coue <

from 2" word
bank — Alphabet

Fruit bats are cute, furry mammals.
a » > » L ;

Dr. Caroline Ramsey Musselwhite
2013 www.aacintervention.com
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,My favorite activity this week was:

| math class
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Mom

Writing Pyramid

Core + Content:
Words from Device / Set

[HABIA UNA VEZ

Dr. Caroline Ramsey Musselwhite
2013 www.aacintervention.com

Writing Pyramid

Word
Banks

Core + Content:
Words from Device / Set

Alphabet

Dr. Caroline Ramsey Musselwhite

2013 www.aacintervention.com

FRENES
al#o
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2
IZI

E LLAMABA...

E VIVIA EN...

Writing Pyramid

Word
nks

Core + Content:
Wortds from Device / Set

Alphabet

Dr. Caroline Ramsey Musselwhite
2013 www.aacintervention.com

Writing Pyramid _

Core + Content:
Wortds from Device / Set

Alphabet

Dr. Caroline Ramsey Musselwhite
2013 www.aacintervention.com
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Handout Available At:

http://aacgirls.blogspot.com

Dr. Caroline Musselwhite, Veronica Crotto, Alejandra
Gil, Bernardita Cardenas 13



